
 
 
HIST 471F6: Atlantic Piracy, Spring 2017 
Dr. Jason Sellers 
*email: Jseller4@umw.edu 
 *please allow 24 hours on weekdays/48 hours on weekends 
Office: 218 Monroe Hall 
Office Hours: MWF 12:30-1:30, TR 2-3, and by appointment 
Class time/location: TR 11a-12:15p, Monroe 233 
 
Course Description:  
This class will explore the contours of piracy in the Atlantic World. We will look at piracy’s legal, 
imperial, economic, gender, and social dimensions to consider how and why Atlantic piracy arose, 
flourished, and ultimately declined from the 16th to the 18th century. These dimensions will inform a 
semester-long discussion of pirates’ appeal to the American public, as manifested in cultural products 
including popular films, Talk Like a Pirate Day, theme-park rides and casinos, sports mascots, music, 
and especially literature. 
 
Learning outcomes: 

1. Comprehension of historical process 
2. Ability to synthesize research findings 
3. Understanding of the discipline’s methods and processes 
4. Ability to write with clarity about the past 

 
Readings:  

1. Kris Lane, Pillaging the Empire: Global Piracy on the High Seas, 1500-1750, 2nd ed. (New 
York: Routledge, 2016) 

2. Mark G. Hanna, Pirate Nests and the Rise of the British Empire, 1570-1740 (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2015) 

3. Peter T. Leeson, The Invisible Hook: The Hidden Economics of Pirates (Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 2009) 

4. Marcus Rediker, Villains of All Nations: Atlantic Pirates in the Golden Age (Boston: Beacon 
Press, 2004) 

5. John C. Appleby, Women and English Piracy, 1540-1720: Partners and Victims of Crime 
(Rochester, NY: The Boydell Press, 2013) 

6. Russell K. Skowronek and Charles R. Ewen, eds., X Marks the Spot: The Archaeology of 
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Piracy (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2006) 
7. Neil Rennie, Treasure Neverland: Real and Imaginary Pirates (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2013) 
*Additional required readings (academic articles and primary sources) listed on the schedule below 
will be accessible through the library website or posted on Canvas.  
 
Grading: 
Reading and class participation: 20% 
Leading class discussion: 15%  
Research paper proposal/bibliography and workshop: 10% 
Research paper: 35% 
Final exam/literature review: 20% 
 
Students who have missed more than 2 classes, have not been active participants in class discussions, 
and/or who have not submitted any passing work by Week 7, will be reported as unsatisfactory on 
mid-semester reports. 
 
Assignments: 
Reading and Class Participation (20%):  All readings listed on the syllabus are required. Some are 
available for purchase at the UMW Bookstore, while others (articles, primary sources, selections and 
excerpts) will be posted as PDFs on Canvas. Readings should be completed by the day on which they 
are listed on the schedule, and students should bring the readings to class with them, either on paper or 
in electronic form. 
 
Students are expected to actively participate in the collective learning experience of the course. You 
will be graded on your willingness and ability to contribute to class discussion, and whether your 
comments demonstrate active thought about the readings and discussions (rather than whether what 
you say is “right” or “wrong”). Your grade will also reflect your attendance and your level of 
preparedness for class discussion. I am happy to meet with individual students to discuss strategies for 
participating more actively. 
 
Each student will complete a weekly evaluation of the discussion leader/s and her/his own 
participation; I will provide the template for these evaluations, which should be submitted by the 
following Tuesday’s class (e.g. Week 4 evaluations should be submitted by Tuesday of Week 5). 
 
Leading Class Discussion (15%): Every student will be required to lead class discussion once during 
the semester.  This will involve three steps.  (1) Post a 200-300-word response on Canvas by 6 PM the 
night before class.  This response should reflect on the reading and its relationship to the larger themes 
of the class/other readings, and it should pose questions/directions for discussion in class.  (2) Lead 
discussion in class; student discussion leaders should be prepared with questions to prompt discussion, 
and with explanations/responses, etc. (3) Post a 500-word summary of the class discussion on Canvas 
by 6 PM on the Sunday after class.   
 
Students must meet with the professor prior to leading class in order to discuss their advance post and 
discussion plans; failure to do so will result in a 10% penalty on this assignment. Students will be able 
to sign up as discussion leaders during the first week of class.   
 
Research Project (Proposal and bibliography: 10%; 10-12 page Research Paper: 35%): Students will 
use our in-class discussions and assigned readings to develop an original research topic related to 
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“Atlantic piracy,” and write a 10-12 page paper. A project proposal and bibliography will be due in 
class Week 7 for a workshop and instructor feedback. The final paper will be due Week 13. 
 
Final exam/literature review (20%): Students will write a final 8-10 page literature review considering 
the current state of the scholarship on Atlantic piracy. You should draw on the full range of readings 
and discussions, as well as the discussion summaries posted on Canvas by discussion leaders, and you 
may choose to also include some content from your research project. This essay is due at the beginning 
of the final exam period; the class will not meet during that period. 
 
Extensions: If you think you may need an extension, you must request it in advance; I will not grant 
extensions after assignments are due. I will accept either paper or electronic submissions (MS Word or 
PDF format). If the assignment is not in my possession in some form at the time it is due, it will be 
considered late. Late assignments will receive an automatic deduction of one-third of a letter grade, 
and an additional deduction every day thereafter; I will not accept assignments that are more than one 
week late. 
 
I am willing to discuss assignment grades with students, but you need to wait at least 24 hours and 
carefully review my comments on your work. You have one week after the return of graded 
assignments to speak with me; after one week, grades are final. 
 
Requirements for written assignments: 
All assignments should adhere to the department’s standard style: 1” margins; 12 pt. Times New 
Roman font; a title page including the paper title the author’s name (centered, all caps), course number 
and title, instructor, and date; pages numbered consecutively through all materials, excluding title 
page; and a bibliography conforming to the Chicago Manual of Style. For more information on proper 
bibliographic format for your sources, consult Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers, or an 
equivalent abridgement of the Chicago Manual of Style. [Note the most recent versions of the Chicago 
Manual of Style (16th) and Turabian (7th) include updated information for electronic citations. Be sure 
to use the newest editions.] A helpful UMW library guide to citations is available at 
http://libguides.umw.edu/content.php?pid=245752&sid=2029722#6812498 
 
Students with Disabilities: 
The Office of Disability Resources has been designated by the University as the primary office to 
guide, counsel, and assist students with disabilities. If you receive services through the Office of 
Disability Resources and require accommodations for this class, make an appointment with me as soon 
as possible to discuss your approved accommodation needs. Bring your accommodation letter with you 
to the appointment. I will hold any information you share with me in strictest confidence unless you 
give me permission to do otherwise. If you have not contacted the Office of Disability Resources and 
need accommodations, I will be happy to help you contact it. The office will require appropriate 
documentation of disability. The office is located in 401 Lee Hall, and can be reached by phone at 
540.654.1266 and email at ods@umw.edu. 
 
Honor System: 
Please write and sign the University of Mary Washington honor pledge (“I hereby declare upon my 
word of honor that I have neither given nor received unauthorized help on this work”) on every written 
assignment. More information about the Honor System is available at 
http://students.umw.edu/fredericksburghonorcouncil/ You are welcome to discuss your work on 
assignments with classmates and work together to refine your writing, but your ideas and language 
must be your own.  



Reading and Discussion Schedule:  [* = Student-Led Class Discussion. There are more of these days than there are students to allow 
for some flexibility; I will take the leftovers.] 
Week Readings & Assignments [due on the date listed] 

Introduction 
Week 1: Backgrounds, and theory T 1/17: Introductions, syllabus, etc 

R 1/19: Why piracy? Osborne, “A Pirate’s Progress;” Dawdy and Bonni, “Towards a General Theory of 
Piracy;” Anderson, “Piracy and World History” 
Discussion-leader sign-ups 

Week 2: Geography and Medieval Piracy T 1/24: Kardulias and Butcher, “Piracy in a Contested Periphery;” Galvin, “Ch. 1: An Ancient Profession 
from the Old Word,” “Ch. 4: Pirate Haunts and Strongholds,” and “Ch. 6: Reflections in the Wake” 
R 1/26: Ashby, “What Really Caused the Viking Age?;” Tai, “The Legal Status of Piracy in Medieval 
Europe”; Introducing the Research Project 

Piracy in Atlantic Imperial Worlds 
Week 3: Global and Atlantic *T 1/31: Lane, Pillaging the Empire, Preface-ch. 4 

*R 2/2: Lane, Pillaging the Empire, ch. 5-Conclusion 
Week 4: British Empire *T 2/7: Hanna, Pirate Nests, Introduction-ch. 3 

*R 2/9: Hanna, Pirate Nests, ch. 4-7 
Week 5:  *T 2/14: Hanna, Pirate Nests, ch. 8-Conclusion 

R 2/16: Collective research day 
Week 6: Rationales; Mobilizing against 
Piracy 

T 2/21: Pluymers, “’Pirates’ and the Problems of Plantation;” Starkey, “Pirates and Markets” 
R 2/23: Chet, “Harmonizing Government and Commerce;” Burgess, “Piracy in the Public Sphere” 

Week 7: Mobilizing against Piracy *T 2/28: Benton, “Legal Spaces of Empire,” and “Toward a New Legal History of Piracy;” Burgess, “A 
Crisis of Charter and Right” 
R 3/2: Proposal workshop and feedback 
Proposal and bibliography due 

[Spring Break 3/6-3/10] 
The Worlds of Pirates 

Week 9: Economics *T 3/14: Leeson, Invisible Hook, Preface-ch. 5 
*R 3/16: Leeson, Invisible Hook, ch. 6-Epilogue; Pearson, “The Costs of Piracy”  

Week 10: Social *T 3/21: Rediker, Villains of All Nations, ch. 1-5; Mango Languages, 
http://mangolanguages.com/available-languages/learn-pirate/  
*R 3/23: Rediker, Villains of All Nations, ch. 6-Conclusion  

Week 11: Women and Gender *T 3/28: Appleby, Women and English Piracy, Introduction-ch. 3 
*R 3/30: Appleby, Women and English Piracy, ch. 4-Epilogue; Murray, “Cheng I Sao in Fact and Fiction" 

Week 12: Otherworldy Pirates *T 4/4: Bahar, “People of the Dawn;” Bialuschewski, “Pirates, Black Sailors and Seafaring Slaves,” and 
“Black People Under the Black Flag;” Pike, “Black Rebels” 
*R 4/6: Risso, “Cross-Cultural Perceptions of Piracy;” Hooper, “Pirates and Kings;” Andrade, “The 
Company’s Chinese Pirates;” Antony, “Bloodthirsty Pirates?” 
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History and Beyond  
Week 13: Archaeology *T 4/11: Skowronek and Ewen, X Marks the Spot, Introduction and Part 2  

*R 4/13: Skowronek and Ewen, X Marks the Spot, Parts 1 and 3 
Final research paper due 

Week 14: Literature and Pop Culture *T 4/18: Rennie, Treasure Neverland, ch. 1-4 
*R 4/20: Rennie, Treasure Neverland, ch. 5-8 

Week 15: Film T 4/25: Movie discussion—Selection TBD, watch at home prior to class 
R 4/27: Movie discussion—Selection TBD, watch at home prior to class 

Final exam period (take-home literature 
review essay due) 

T 5/2, 12-2:30pm—Essay due at 12pm  

 


